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Current position 
 
Professor of Government, Department of Government, Uppsala University. Since 
2015. 
 
Current research interests 
 
• The origins of political philosophy in ancient Greece, mainly Homer, Greek 
tragedy and Plato. 
• The beginning of time in Greek and Hittite myth. 
• Saffron and crocus in Greek poetry and real life. 
• The politics and philosophy of courtesy and everyday morality, such as table 
manners, salutation, and littering. 
• The methodology, theory, and object of interpretation. 
 
Education 
 
• 2002: Ph.D., Department of Government, Uppsala University. Doctoral thesis: 
Människoskymning. Främlingskap, frihet, och Hegels problem hos Karl Marx och Ernst Jünger 
(Twilight of Man: Alienation, Liberty, and Hegel’s Problem in Karl Marx and Ernst Jünger). 
• 1995-1996: Stockholm University: Economics and International Relations; Uppsala 
University: Politics. 
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• 1994-1995: Freie Universität Berlin: Political Science, Comparative Literature, and 
German Literature. 
• 1993-1994: Uppsala University: Politics. 
• 1992-1993: Stockholm University: Comparative Literature. 
 
Distinctions 
 
• 2021-. Axel & Margaret Ax:son Johnson Foundation. Research grant for the topic In 
Defence of Courtesy. 
• 2021-. Birgit och Gad Rausings Stiftelse; Sven och Dagmar Saléns stiftelse. Research grant 
for the topic Invitation to Mythology. 
• 2017-2022. Swedish Research Council. Principal investigator, research funding for the 
project Thomas Hobbes and Liberty of Conscience. The Unity of Interpretation and Critique (3 
years). 
• 2017-2018. Bank of Sweden Tercentenary Foundation. RJ Sabbatical (12 months). 
• 2015. Axel & Margaret Ax:son Johnson Foundation. Research grant for the topic 
Disturbing Metaphor. 
• 2015. Rausing Foundation. Research grant for the topic The Justice of Goats and 
Snakes. Animal Imagery and the Concept of Right in Aischylos. 
• 2013. Swedish Academy. The Johan Lundblad Prize for ancient history and classical 
philology. 
• 2013. Gastronomiska akademien (Swedish Academy of Gastronomy). Research grant 
for the topic The Philosophy of Table Manners. 
• 2012-2016. Bank of Sweden Tercentenary Foundation. Principal investigator, research 
funding for the project The Origins of Political Philosophy in Ancient Greece (4 years, five 
participants, from philosophy, classical philology and politics). 
• 2009--. Scuola Internazionale di Alti Studi Scienze della cultura, Fondazione San Carlo, 
Modena, Italy: Socio corrispondente (corresponding member). 
• 2008. Uppsala University. Promotion: docent. 
• 2007. Swedish Research Council. Four year junior research fellowship.  
• 2007. Johan Skytte Essay Contest in the History of Political Thought. Winner. 
• 2005-2008. Bank of Sweden Tercentenary Foundation. Research funding for the project 
A Value-Neutral State? (3 years). 
• 2003. Bank of Sweden Tercentenary Foundation. Postdoctoral grant. 
• 2003. Swedish Foundation for International Cooperation in Research and Higher Education: 
postdoctoral grant. 
• 1998. Swedish Research Council for the Humanities and Social Sciences: Essay prize for 
younger scholars (third prize). 
• 1997. Swedish Research Council for the Humanities and Social Sciences. Essay prize for 
younger scholars. Winner. 
 
Visiting scholar 
 
• 2022. Università di Siena, Centro AMA Antropologia del Mondo Antico (1 month). 



  CV Johan Tralau 

 

 
 
 

3 

• 2021. Collège de France, Paris, conférencier invité (two weeks). 
• 2019. Vilnius University, Department of Classical Philology (2 weeks). 
• 2018. Humboldt-Universität zu Berlin, Institut für Klassische Philologie (2 months). 
• 2016. Humboldt-Universität zu Berlin, Institut für Klassische Philologie (3 weeks). 
• 2008-2009. Waseda University, Graduate School of Political Science, Tokyo (2 months). 
• 2005. Humboldt-Universität zu Berlin, Institut für Sozialwissenschaft (1 term). 
• 2003-2004. New School for Social Research, Department of Politics, New York (1 year). 
• 2001. Swedish Institute, Alexandria, Egypt (1 month). 
• 1999. Swedish Institute, Paris, France (1 month). 
• 1999. Libera Università Internazionale degli Studi Sociali, Rome, Italy (2 months). 
• 1997-1998. Forschungsinstitut für Philosophie Hannover, Germany (1 term). 
 
Referee 
 
• American Political Science Review, Encyclopedia of Political Thought (Wiley-Blackwell), 
European Journal of Political Theory, European Review, Exemplaria Classica, History of 
Political Thought, Hobbes Studies, Journal of Political Philosophy, Political Studies, Political 
Theory, Statsvetenskaplig tidskrift, Third World Quarterly. 
• Expert evaluator for The Swedish Research Council (panel member, Democracy 
and public administration; panel member, Democracy), The Foundation for Baltic 
and East European Studies, and the Fondazione Cassa di Risparmio di Modena. 
 
Publications 
 
Books 

 
• Höken sjunger om död, Stockholm: Polaris, 2023. 
• Havets väldiga ryggar. Offret och de flytande bildernas gåta, Lund: Ellerströms, 2018. 
• Monstret i mig. Myter om gränser och vilddjur, Stockholm: Atlantis, 2015. 
• Introduksjon til politisk teori, transl. Einar Blomgren, Oslo: Gyldendal, 2013. 
• Inbjudan till politisk teori, Lund: Studentlitteratur, 2012. 
• ed., Thomas Hobbes and Carl Schmitt: The Politics of Order and Myth, London: 
Routledge, 2011; paperback 2012.  
• Draksådd. Den grekiska tragedin som politiskt tänkande, Stockholm: Atlantis, 2010. 
• Menschendämmerung. Karl Marx, Ernst Jünger und der Untergang des Selbst, transl. Klaus-
Jürgen Liedtke, Freiburg & Munich: Alber, 2005. 
• Människoskymning. Främlingskap, frihet, och Hegels problem hos Karl Marx och Ernst 
Jünger, Stockholm & Stehag: Symposion, 2002. 
 
Articles in journals 

 
• “Murder, Logic and Embryology. The Beginnings of Political and Moral 
Philosophy in Aischylos’ Oresteia”, Classical Philology, CXVII, 2, 2022, 259-281 (with 
Dimitrios Iordanoglou). 
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• “Father, Womb, Blood. Apollo’s Embryological Theory, the Ethics of Revenge, 
and the Supposed Exclusion of Women in Aischylos’ Eumenides”, Literatūra, LXI, 3, 
2019, pp. 8-21. 
• “Der Ursprung der politischen Philosophie. Die Evolution normativen Denkens 
und die Selbstzerstörung der Vergeltungsmoral in Sophokles’ Elektra”, Antike und 
Abendland, LXIV, 1, 2018, pp. 27-51. 
• “Other, Wilder Origins? Political Philosophy from Plato, Sophocles and 
Aeschylus to Homer and Back to Anacharsis”, Eranos. Acta philologica Suecana, CIX, 
1-2, 2018, pp. 37-54. 
• “The Roads to Beginnings: Approaching the Origins of Politics and Political 
Thought in Ancient Greece”, Eranos. Acta philologica Suecana, CIX, 1-2, 2018, pp. 1-
12 (with Dimitrios Iordanoglou). 
• “Hesiod, Ouranos, Kronos, and the Emasculation at the Beginning of Time”, 
Classical World, CXI, 4, 2018, pp. 459-484. 
• “Cannibalism, Vegetarianism and the Community of Sacrifice. Rediscovering 
Euripides’ Cretans and the Beginnings of Political Philosophy”, Classical Philology, 
CXII, 4, 2017, pp. 1-21. 
• “Zum Ursprung und Grund der Schönheit. Evolutionäre Ästhetik, Homers ‘weite 
Rücken des Meeres’ und die biologischen Grundlagen von Aristoteles’ Theorie der 
Metapher”, Würzburger Jahrbücher für die Altertumswissenschaft, XL, 2016, pp. 121-139. 
• “Gobierno subliminal: lecciones secretas de la teoría hobbesiana de las imágenes, 
la representación y la política”, Las Torres de Lucca. Revista Internacional de Filosofia 
Política, IX, transl. Javier Vázquez Prieto, 2016, pp. 61-89. 
• “The Justice of the Chimaira. Goat, Snake, Lion, and Almost the Entire Oresteia in 
a Little Monstrous Image”, Arion, XXIV, 2, 2016, pp. 41-67. 
• “Hobbes’s Hidden Monster: A New Interpretation of the Frontispiece of 
Leviathan”, European Journal of Political Theory, XIII, 3, 2014, pp. 297-318 (with 
Magnus Kristiansson). 
• “Deception, Politics and Aesthetics: The Importance of Hobbes’s Concept of 
Metaphor”, Contemporary Political Theory, XIII, 2, 2014, pp. 112-129. 
• “El Leviatán de Hobbes. La destrucción del Estado, Cristo y el vientre del 
cocodrilo”, Foro Interno. Anuario de teoría política, XIII, transl. Pedro Mendoza 
Lamuño, 2013, pp. 119-138. 
• “L’icona del terrore e dell’ambiguità. Il legame mancante tra Hobbes ed il suo 
Leviatano”, Lo Sguardo – Rivista di Filosofia, XIII, 3, transl. Libera Pisano & Lorenzo 
Ciavatta, 2013, pp. 183-196. 
• “Incest and Liberal Neutrality”, Journal of Political Philosophy, XXI, 1, 2013, pp. 87-
105. 
• “Hobbes Contra Liberty of Conscience”, Political Theory, XXXIX, 1, 2011, pp. 58-
84. 
• “Unabhängigkeit als ’Furie des Zerstörens’. Die Dialektik der Selbstbestimmung 
bei Hegel, Stirner und Marx“, Philosophisches Jahrbuch, CXVII, 2, 2010, pp. 251-261. 
• “Introduction. Thomas Hobbes, Carl Schmitt, and Three Conceptions of 
Politics”, in Johan Tralau (ed.): Thomas Hobbes and Carl Schmitt. The Politics of Order 
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and Myth, London: Routledge, 2011, pp. 3-16; also in Critical Review of International 
Social and Political Philosophy, XIII, 2-3, 2010, pp. 261-273. 
• “Order, the Ocean, and Satan. Schmitt’s Hobbes and the Enigmatic Ambiguity of 
Friend and Foe”, in Johan Tralau (ed.): Thomas Hobbes and Carl Schmitt. The Politics of 
Order and Myth, London: Routledge, 2011, pp. 177-194; also in Critical Review of 
International Social and Political Philosophy, XIII, 2-3, 2010, pp. 435-452. 
• “The Revolt of Images: Mutual Guilt in the Parodos of Sophokles’ Antigone”, 
Greek, Roman, and Byzantine Studies, XLVIII, 3, 2008, pp. 237-257. 
• ”Nihilismus als Geheimlehre: Ernst Jünger, Nietzsche und die ästhetische Flucht 
nach vorn im Arbeiter” transl. Klaus-Jürgen Liedtke & J. Tralau, Zeitschrift für 
Ästhetik und Allgemeine Kunstwissenschaft, LIII, 2, 2007, pp. 277-294. 
 • “Tragedy as Political Theory: The Self-Destruction of Antigone’s Laws”, History 
of Political Thought, XXVI, 3, 2005, pp. 377-396. 
• “The Effaced Self in the Utopia of the Young Karl Marx”, European Journal of 
Political Theory, IV, 4, 2005, pp. 393-412. 
 
Book chapters and other scholarly articles 

 
• “Fluid Cypress and Hybrid Bodies as a Cognitively Disturbing Metaphor in 
Euripides’ Cretans”, in Giulia Maria Chesi & Francesca Spiegel (eds.): Classical 
Literature and Post-Humanism, London: Bloomsbury, 2019, pp. 193-201. 
• ”Deg, smet, kakor, slaktoffer och politikens grundvalar hos Aischylos och 
Euripides”, Aiolos, 59-60, 2018, pp. 155-166. 

• “作为 "破坏的狂怒"的独立性 黑格尔，施蒂纳和马克思的自我规定的辩证法” [Zuowei 

“pohuai de kuangnü” de dulixing, heige'er, shidina he makesi de ziwoguiding de bianzhengfa], in 

东西方哲学年鉴2016 [Dongxifang zhexue nianjian 2016], 2016, pp. 370-382 (Chinese 

transl. of “Unabhängigkeit als ’Furie des Zerstörens’” (cf. above)). 
• “A Portrait of the Warrior as a Beast. Hunter, Man and Animal in Sophokles’ 
Trachiniae and Schwarzenegger’s Predator”, in Peter Haldén & Peter Jackson (eds.): 
Transforming Warriors. The Ritual Organization of Military Force, London: Routledge, 
2016, pp. 19-35. 
• “Bordsskickets filosofi”, Gastronomisk kalender 2016, LVI, 2015, pp. 139-149. 
• “Skräck, stat och suveränitet. Carl Schmitt, Demetrios från Faleron och den 
felande länken mellan Thomas Hobbes och hans monster Leviathan”, in Hjalmar 
Falk & Jon Wittrock (eds.): Vän eller fiende? En antologi om Carl Schmitts politiska 
tänkande, Gothenburg: Daidalos, 2012, pp. 79-98. 
• “Om statens undergång, Kristus och krokodilens mage. Thomas Hobbes 
Leviathan i ljuset av en reptilallegori”, Svensk teologisk kvartalskrift, LXXXVI, 1, 2010, 
pp. 26-37. 
• ”Familjehemligheter i den liberala staten”, in Marie Cronqvist (ed.): Hållbara 
värden? Stiftelsen Riksbankens Jubileumsfonds årsbok 2008, Stockholm: Makadam, 2008, 
pp. 81-98. 
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• ”Den autonoma individen i Hegels rättsfilosofi”, in Sverker Gustavsson, Jörgen 
Hermansson & Barry Holmström (eds.): Statsvetare ifrågasätter. Uppsalamiljön vid tiden 
för professorsskiftet den 31 mars 2008, Uppsala: Acta universitatis upsaliensis, 2008, pp. 
59-68. 
• “Leviathan, the Beast of Myth. Medusa, Dionysos, and the Riddle of Hobbes’s 
Sovereign Monster”, in Patricia Springborg (ed.): Cambridge Companion to Hobbes’s 
Leviathan, Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 2007, pp. 61-81. 
• “Unterirdische Territorien der Moderne. Die Auflösung des Subjekts in Ernst 
Jüngers Der Arbeiter“, in Peter Koslowski & Richard Schenk (eds.): Jahrbuch für 
Philosophie des Forschungsinstituts für Philosophie Hannover, IX, 1998, Vienna: Passagen 
Verlag, 1997, pp. 163-190. 
 
Selected essays and reviews 

 
Numerous essays and reviews in Swedish and German journals, literary reviews, 
and newspapers, such as Svenska Dagbladet, Dagens Nyheter, Axess and Frankfurter 
Rundschau (as well as Danish and Slovak translations). Several times, my essays on 
Greek tragedy have been republished in the printed programmes for theatrical 
performances (twice at Kungliga Dramatiska Teatern, Stockholm, 2003 and 2009, 
and Skillinge Teater, 2010).  
 
• “Kvinnodomstolen”, Anekdot, 7 November, 2019 (with Dimitrios Iordanoglou). 
• “Classics, From the Outside”, in Kurt Almqvist & Isabella Thomas (eds.): Sapere 
aude. The Future of the Humanities in British Universities, Stockholm: Axel and Margaret 
Ax:son Johnson Foundation, 2017, pp. 261-266. 
• “The Ongoing Adventure of Political Thought, and the Porous Border Between 
History and Political Philosophy”, in Kurt Almqvist & Isabella Thomas (eds.): 
Sapere aude. The Future of the Humanities in British Universities, Stockholm: Axel and 
Margaret Ax:son Johnson Foundation, 2017, pp. 293-299. 
• “Det politiska tänkandets ursprung. Installationsföreläsning vid Uppsala 
universitet 17:e november 2016”, Aiolos, 57-58, 2017, pp. 129-131. 
• ”Världen är ur led”, Axess, 3, 2016. 
• ”Om möss och monster”, Neo, 3, 2015. 
• ”Därför är den moderna människan innerst inne ett vilddjur”, Dagens Nyheter, 26 
April, 2015. 
• ”Lite naket kan väl aldrig skada”, Neo, 6, 2013. 
• ”Därför lever Hesiodos”, Axess, 8, 2013. 
• ”Förnuftets födelse”, Axess, 3, 2011. 
• ”Estetik är inte biologi”, Axess, 9, 2010. 
• ”Drama om hur hämnd blev lag och rätt”, Dagens Nyheter, 7 March 2010. 
• ”Märkligast är människan”, Dagens Nyheter, 20 January 2010. 
• ”Metaforer – farliga och nödvändiga”, Axess, 4, 2008. 
• ”Segraren skriver lagen”, review of J. Collins, The Allegiance of Thomas Hobbes, 
Dagens Nyheter, 13 December 2006. 
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• ”En skenbart motsägelsefull Leviathan”, Svenska Dagbladet, 10 May 2004. 
• ”Självmordsbomb spränger idén om laglydnad”, Svenska Dagbladet, 9 May 2004. 
• ”Den objektiva moralen är förnuftig” (interview with Vittorio Hösle), Axess, April 
2004. 
• ”Politik är att peka ut statens dödsfiender”, Axess, October 2003. 
• ”Nietzsche bevarade sin hemlighet”, Svenska Dagbladet, 8 June 2003. 
• ”Gåtans lösning. Homeros, heisan och de hemliga sällskapen”, Res Publica, No. 53, 
2001, pp. 115-121. 
• ”Gnostisk dröm bakom ateistiska ideologier”, Svenska Dagbladet, 12 November 
2001. 
• ”En människa utan kön och samhälle”, review of Age of Empires, Svenska Dagbladet, 
8 February 2001. 
• ”Det gröna fältets krigiska schack”, Svenska Dagbladet, 30 January 2000. German 
translation: ”Schach des grünen Feldes”, Frankfurter Rundschau, 23 January 2003. 
Slovak translation: ”Šach na zelenom poli”, in the newspaper SME, 
 www.sme.sk/clanok.asp?rub=pr_forum&cl=796846.) 
• ”Den puritanska dygdens dialektik”, in Sparsamhet, flit och hederlighet: dygder som 
duger? Nio unga forskares reflektioner, Stockholm: HSFR, 1998, pp. 46-51. Also in 
Tvärsnitt, no. 1, 1998, pp. 12-19. German translation: ”Dialektik der puritanischen 
Tugend”, Scheidewege. Jahresschrift für skeptisches Denken, pp. 88-96, XXVIII, 1998. 
 
Guest editor 
 
• Eranos. Acta philologica Suecana, CIX, 1-2, 2018, special issue on The Origins of 
Political Thinking in Ancient Greece, (with Dimitrios Iordanoglou), 
• Critical Review of International Social and Political Philosophy, XIII, 2-3, 2010, special 
issue on Thomas Hobbes and Carl Schmitt. The Politics of Order and Myth. 
 
Ph.D. supervision 
 
1 Gina Gustavsson, Department of Government, Uppsala University, 

2007-2011 (thesis successfully defended on November 4, 2011). 
2 Jaakko Turunen, Department of Government, Uppsala / Centre for 

Baltic and East European Studies, Södertörn, 2010-2015 (thesis 
successfully defended on February 13, 2015). 

3 Otto Linderborg, Department of Linguistics and Philology (Greek), 
Uppsala, 2013-2018 (thesis successfully defended on September 3, 
2018). 

4 Jasmina Nedevska, Department of Political Science, Stockholm 
University, 2012-2018 (thesis successfully defended on October 12, 
2018). 

5 Johan Wennström, Department of Management and Engineering 
(Politics), Linköping University, 2015-2019 (thesis successfully 
defended on February 15, 2019). 

http://www.sme.sk/clanok.asp?rub=pr_forum&cl=796846


  CV Johan Tralau 

 

 
 
 

8 

6 Christian Turesson, Department of Government, Uppsala, 2010-. 
7 Ewelina Sokołowska, Department of Government, Uppsala, 2015-. 
8 Martin Jacobson, Department of Government, Uppsala, 2020-. 
 
Languages 
 
Mother tongue: Swedish. Fluent in German, English, French and Italian. Ancient 
Greek. Rudimentary knowledge of a few other languages. Ongoing language 
projects, dead and alive: Hittite, Russian. 
 
Parental leave 
 
Approximately 22 months since 2004. 
 
Miscellaneous 
 
• Played American football with the Stockholm Mean Machines 1990-1993 (strong 
safety, outside linebacker). Swedish Champions 1990. 
• In 2007 and 2008, I hosted my own TV show, Kanon-TV, on the Swedish channel 
Axess TV. 
 

Teaching experience 

 

Approximately 2500 hours, in every conceivable form, at Uppsala. Invited lectures 
at Università di Siena; Collège de France; Vilnius University; the Royal University 
College of Fine Arts, Stockholm; Waseda University, Tokyo; Swedish National 
Defence College; Stockholm University; Malmö University College; University of 
Michigan at Ann Arbor, MI; New School of Social Research, New York, NY; The 
Newman Institute, Uppsala. 

 
References 
 
• Professor Mark S. Weiner, Rutgers Law School, S.I. Newhouse Center for Law 
and Justice, 123 Washington Street, Newark, NJ 07102. 
marksweiner@worldsoflaw.com 
• Professor Pauliina Remes, Department of Philosophy, Uppsala University, Box 
627, SE – 751 26 Uppsala, Sweden. Pauliina.Remes@filosofi.uu.se 
• Prof. Dr. Karsten Fischer, Ludwig-Maximilians-Universität München, 
Geschwister-Scholl-Institut für Politikwissenschaft, Oettingenstr. 67, D-80538 
München, Germany. karsten.fischer@gsi.uni-muenchen.de 
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