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Education and Academic advancement 
1987: BA in Cultural Anthropology at Uppsala University 
1998: PhD in Cultural Anthropology, Uppsala University. Thesis title: “Between Peace and Justice: Dispute Settlement 
between Karaboro Agriculturalists and Fulbe Agro-Pastoralists in Burkina Faso”. Supervisor: Associate Professor Jan 
Ovesen 
2003: Associate Professor in Cultural Anthropology at Uppsala University 
2010: Professor in Cultural Anthropology at Uppsala University 
 
Current position 
2010-: Professor in Cultural Anthropology at Uppsala University 
The position includes 50% research/50% research training, teaching and management, including the following 
current research and management leadership assignments: 

- Project leader “Burkina Faso seen from below”, 2018-20 (Sida); 
- Programme Coordinator “Strengthening Municipal Democracy and Local Development” 2017-22 

(Mozambique Bilateral Cooperation, Sida), and Mozambique Coordinator at the Dept. 
- Chair (Oct. 2011-June 2017) and Director (July 2017-) of Uppsala University’s Forum for Africa Studies 

  
Previous positions 
2005-2010: Lecturer in Cultural Anthropology, Uppsala University (30% research), including the following research 
and management leadership assignments: Deputy Head of dept. (2007-2012); Director of Studies (2005-2011); 
Swedish Project leader (2001-08) for ‘Sweden-Burkina Faso research cooperation’; Research leader (2003-06) 
supporting internationalization at the Faculty of Arts 
2002-2005: Assistant Professor in Cultural Anthropology, Uppsala University 
2000-2002: Research Fellow, Dept. of Cultural Anthropology and Ethnology, Uppsala University 
1998-2000: Researcher, , Dept. of Cultural Anthropology and Ethnology, Uppsala University 

 
Individuals who have completed their doctoral degree under my supervision 
Sita Zougouri (2008), main supervisor 
Gabriella Körling (2011), main supervisor 
Jesper Bjarnesen (2013), main supervisor 
Molly Sundberg (2014), main supervisor 
Kaatje Segers (2010), co-supervisor 
Mathieu Hilgers (2007), supervision committee 
Ulrika Andersson Trovalla (2011), co-supervisor 
Anna Baral (2018), co-supervisor 
Ulrik Jennische (2018), co-supervisor 
  
Selected pedagogic experience 
Course leader PhD: Anthropology’s Classics and History of Ideas (2002), Méthodologie qualitative en sciences 
sociales (2007, 2009), New Perspectives on Methods and Theory in History and Anthropology (2004); Doing 



Anthropology on Democracy and Public Engagement (2016 and 2020), PhD course Défier les vérités in Qualitative 
Research Methodology for West African young researchers, Ouagadougou, 2007 and 2009. 
Course leader Master: Anthropological Research Methods (2006, 2007, 2008, 2009, 2010), Anthropology in Practice 
(2009, 2010, 2011); Director of Studies developing and implementing the Master Programme in Cultural 
Anthropology 2005-11. 
Course leader BA-level: Ekonomisk antropologi (2000), Antropologiska arbetssätt (2005, 2006, 2007), African Studies 
15hp (2006, 2007, 2015, 2016, 2017, 2018, 2019), and Afrikanistik 30hp (2017, 2019, 2020); Development Studies, 
Stockholm University (1993, 1994) 
 
Lecturer outside of Uppsala University 
-Katholieke Universiteit Leuven, Belgium: Culture and Development Studies Master Programme 1999; 2000; 2001; 
2002; 2003; 2004. 
-Université catholique de Lovain, Louvain la Neuve, Belgique: Chaire Jacques Lecrecq Nov. 2016 
-Université El Manar de Tunis, Tunisia: Institut Supérieur des Sciences Humaines Feb. 2019.  
-Invited as occasional guest lecturers in the many universities across the world, including Aix-en-Provence 
(France), Bamako (Mali), Bobo-Dioulasso (Burkina Faso), Bordeaux (France), Brussels (Belgium), 
Copenhagen (Denmark), Frankfurt (Germany), Gothenburg (Sweden), Jacksonville (Florida), Leipzig 
(Germany), Leuven (Belgium), Louvain-la-Neuve (Belgium), Lund (Sweden), Mainz (Germany), Maputo 
(Mozambique), Oslo (Norway), Ouagadougou (Burkina Faso), Paris (France), Stockholm (Sweden), 
Tallahassee (Florida), Umeå (Sweden), Yaoundé (Cameroon), 
 
Anthropological Field research 
Since 1988 until today, I am continuously doing fieldwork, particularly in Burkina Faso and Mali. Since 1988, I have 
conducted anthropological fieldwork totaling eight years in Burkina Faso on research themes, such as forestry and 
environment, dispute settlement and land conflicts, poverty and local development, ethnicity and the politics of 
belonging, democracy and political culture. Since 2008, I have conducted short, intensive periods of anthropological 
fieldwork in Mali (in total one year) on municipal politics and security from below. 

  
Additional academic assignments 
- Chairperson of Uppsala University’s Forum for Africa Studies (2011-17); Director Uppsala University’s Forum for 
Africa Studies (July 2017-); 
- Founding Director of Laboratoire d’Anthropologie Comparative, Engagée et Transnationale 2019-; 
- Scientific advisor of the International Foundation for Science 2003-13; 
- Member of the Advisory Group of the International Swedish Centre for Local Democacy 2019-; 
- Associate Senior Research Fellow of Stockholm International Peace Research Institute 2016-; 
- Member of the Scientific Council of the Fonds National de la Recherche et innovation pour le Développement 
(FONRID), Burkina Faso 2019- ; 
- Regular referee assignments for international journals, including Cahiers d’études africaines, Africa, Anthropology 
Today, African Affairs, Social Anthropology, Africa Spectrum, Anthropologie et développement, The Journal of 
Modern African Studies, African Studies Review, Political Geography, and Revue Autrepart. 
- Member of the scientific council of Réseau européen d’Analyse des Sociétés Politiques (REASOPO, 2009-); 
- Faculty examiner/member of PhD committee for more than 15 PhD-theses in Sweden, Germany, Denmark, 
Netherlands, Belgium, France, and Mali. 
- Member of scientific committees of Cahiers d’Etudes africaines 2015-19 and Afrique contemporaire 2017-; 
- Editor-in-Chief for kritisk etnografi – Swedish Journal of Anthropology, 2018-; 



- Series Editor of Uppsala Studies in Cultural Anthropology 2017- and Uppsala Studies in Cultural Anthropology, Acta 
Universitatis Upsaliensis, 2018-. 
- President Elect Mande Studies Association 2017-;  
- President, Association for the Anthropology of Social Change and Development 2007-13; - President, Swedish 
Society for Anthropology and Geography 2013-17. 
 
Other assignments 
- Honorary Consul for Burkina Faso in Sweden since February 2006-; 
- International Officer and Board-member of Rotary Club Uppsala Södra.  
 
Books (monographs, edited volumes, special issues) 
Hagberg, Sten (ed.) 2019. Special Issue: Comparative Municipal Ethnographies. kritisk etnografi – Swedish Journal of 

Anthropology 2(1-2). 
de Jorio, R. and S. Hagberg (eds) 2019. Dossier: Même pas peur: Ethnographies of Security in the Sahel. Mande 

Studies 21. Bloomington: Indiana University Press. 
Hagberg, S., L.O. Kibora, S. Barry, Y. Cissao, S. Gnessi, A. Kaboré, B. Koné and M. Zongo. Sécurité par le bas: 

Perceptions et perspectives citoyennes des défis de sécurité au Burkina Faso. Uppsala Papers in African 
Studies 5. Uppsala: Uppsala University. 

Hagberg, S., L.O. Kibora and G. Körling (eds) 2019. Démocratie par le bas et politique municipal au Sahel. Uppsala 
Papers in African Studies 4. Uppsala: Uppsala University. 

Hagberg, S., L. Kibora, S. Barry, S. Gnessi & A. Konkobo 2018. ‘Nothing will be as before’: Anthropological perspectives 
on political practice and democratic culture in ‘a new Burkina Faso’. Uppsala Papers in Africa Studies 3. 
Uppsala: Uppsala University. 

Hagberg, S. Y.F. Koné, B. Koné, A. Diallo and I. Kansaye 2017. Vers une sécurité par le bas ? Etude des perceptions et 
des expériences des défis de sécurité dans deux communes maliennes.  Uppsala Papers in Africa Studies 1. 
Uppsala: Uppsala University. 

Hagberg, S. & G. Körling (eds) 2014. ”Resurser och politik i Afrika”, YMER 2014. Svenska Sällskapet för Antropologi 
och etnologi. 

Hagberg, S. & F. Ouattara (eds) 2012. “Engaging Anthropology for Development and Social Change”. APAD-Bulletin 
34-36. Münster: LIT Verlag. 

Hagberg, S (ed.) 2010. Inventing and Mobilising the Local. APAD-Bulletin 31-32. LIT Münster: Verlag. 
Hagberg, S. & C. Widmark (eds) 2009. Ethnographic Practice and Public Aid: Methods and Meanings in Development 

Cooperation. Uppsala: Acta Universitatis Upsaliensis. 
Hagberg, S. 2001. Poverty in Burkina Faso: Representations and Realities. Uppsala: Uppsala University. 
Hagberg, S. and A.B. Tengan (eds) 2000. Bonds and Boundaries in Northern Ghana and Southern Burkina Faso. 

Uppsala: Acta Universitatis Upsaliensis. 
Hagberg, S. 1998. Between Peace and Justice: Dispute Settlement between Karaboro agriculturalists and Fulbe agro-

pastoralists in Burkina Faso. Uppsala: Acta Universitatis Upsaliensis. 
 
Selected articles 
Hagberg, S. 2019. The Rise and Fall of a Political Party: Handling Political Failure in Municipal Elections in 

Burkina Faso. kritisk etnografi – Swedish Journal of Anthropology 2(1-2), 141-156. 
Hagberg, S. 2019. Introduction: Comparative Municipal Ethnographies. kritisk etnografi – Swedish Journal of 

Anthropology 2(1-2), 9-15. 
Hagberg, S. 2019. Ethnography in/of the Red Zone: Challenges, Frustrations, and Engagements. Mande Studies 21, 

13-31. 
Hagberg, S. 2019. Performing tradition while doing politics: A comparative study of the dozos and the koglweogos 

self-defense movements in Burkina Faso. African Studies Review 62(1), 173-193. 
Hagberg, S. & B. Koné 2019. Diaspora-Driven Development and Dispute: Home-Area Associations and 

Municipal Politics in Mali. kritisk etnografi – Swedish Journal of Anthropology 2(1-2), 81-93. 



Hagberg, S. 2018. Beyond regional radars: Security from below and the rule of law in the Sahel. South African Journal 
of International Affairs 25:1, 21-37. 

Hagberg, S. & G. Körling 2016. Urban land contestations and political mobilisation: (re)sources of authority and 
protest in West African municipalities. Social Anthropology 24(3), 294–308. 

Hagberg, S. 2015. "Thousands of New Sankaras": Resistance and Struggle in Burkina Faso. Africa Spectrum 50(3), 
109-121. 

Hagberg, S., L. Kibora, F. Ouattara & A. Konkobo 2015. Au cœur de la révolution burkinabè. Anthropologie & 
développement 42, 199-224. 

Hagberg, S. & G. Körling 2014. Inaccessible Fields: Doing Anthropology in the Malian Turmoil. Anthropologie & 
développement 40-41,143-159. 

Hagberg, S. 2013. Politique des partis, développement local et lutte de pouvoir des femmes à Bobo-Dioulasso. In: La 
ville de Bobo-Dioulasso au Burkina Faso: urbanité et appartenances en Afrique de l'Ouest, (eds) K. 
Werthmann & M. L. Sanogo. Paris: Karthala. 

Hagberg, S. & G. Körling 2012. Socio-political Turmoil in Mali: The Public Debate following the Coup d’État on 22 
March 2012, Africa Spectrum 2-3/2012, 111-125.  

Hagberg, S. & S. Ouattara 2010. Vigilantes in War: Boundary Crossing of Hunters in Burkina Faso and Côte d’Ivoire. 
In Domesticating Vigilantism in Africa (eds) T.G. Kirsch & T. Grätz. Woodbridge & Rochester: James Currey 
& Boydell & Brewer. 

Hagberg, S. 2011. Trajectoires de l’anthropologie du développement à la suédoise. Ethnologie Française, XLI (3), 509-
519. 

Hagberg, S. & J. Bjarnesen 2011. “Good guys” and “bad guys”: The Burkinabe public space on the Ivorian Crisis. In: 
Une anthropologie entre pouvoirs et histoire: Conversations autour de l’œuvre de Jean-Pierre Chauveau 
(eds) E. Jul-Larsen, P.-J. Laurent, P.-Y. Le Meur & É. Léonard. Paris: Karthala. 

Hagberg, Sten 2007. Traditional Chieftaincy, Party Politics, and Political Violence in Burkina Faso. In: State 
Recognition and Democratization in Sub-Saharan Africa: A new dawn for traditional authorities? New York: 
Palgrave Macmillan. 

Hagberg, S. 2006. ‘It was Satan that Took the People’: The Making of Public Authority in Burkina Faso. Development 
and Change 37(4), 779-797. Also published in Twilight Institutions: Public Authority and Local Politics in 
Africa (ed.) C. Lund. Oxford: Blackwell, 103-121. 

Hagberg, S. 2006. Money, ritual and the politics of belonging in land transaction sin Western Burkina Faso. In: Land 
and the Politics of Belonging in West Africa (eds) R. Kuba & C. Lentz. Leiden & Boston: Brill. 

Hagberg, S. 2006. The Politics of Joking Relationships in Burkina Faso. Zeitschrift für Ethnologie 131(2), 197-214. 
Hagberg, S. 2006. ‘Bobo buveurs, Yarse colporteurs’: Parenté à plaisanterie dans le débat public burkinabè. Cahiers 

d'Etudes africaines, Vol. XLVI (4), 184, 861-881. 
Hagberg, S. 2006. The Transformation of Ritual Boundaries in Resource-Use Practices in Burkina Faso. Africa Today, 

52 (4), 109-129. 
Hagberg, S. 2005. Dealing with Dilemmas: Violent Farmer-Pastoralist Conflicts in Burkina Faso. In: No Peace, No War: 

An Anthropology of Contemporary Armed Conflicts (ed.) P. Richards. Oxford: James Currey; Athens: Ohio 
University Press. 

Hagberg, S. 2004. Ethnic Identification in Voluntary Associations: The Politics of Development and Culture in Burkina 
Faso. In: Rights and the Politics of Recognition in Africa (eds) H. Englund & F.B. Nyamnjoh. London & New 
York: ZED Books, 195-218. 

Hagberg, Sten 2004. Political Decentralization and Traditional Leadership in the Benkadi Hunters’ Association of 
Western Burkina Faso. Africa Today, 50 (4), 51-70. 

Hagberg, S. 2002. ‘Enough is Enough’: An Ethnography of the Struggle against Impunity in Burkina Faso. The Journal 
of Modern African Studies 40(2), June 2002, 217-246. 

Hagberg, S. 2001. A l’ombre du conflit violent: processus de règlement et de gestion des conflits entre agriculteurs 
karaboro et agro-pasteurs peul au Burkina Faso. Cahiers d’Etudes africaines 161, XLI-1, 2001, 45-72. 

Hagberg, S. 2001. In search for nyo: Lyela farmers’ perceptions of the forest in Burkina Faso. Africa 71(3), 481-501. 
 
 
 
 


